
The Old Testament priests had many different
functions, from judging disputes (Deut. 17:9; 19:17)
to blowing the battle trumpets (Num. 10:8; Josh. 6:4;
2 Chron. 13:12), but their primary purpose was to
come near to God and serve, on behalf of all the
people, and to stand before the people as
representatives of God. Here are five specific ways that
Christians today serve that same purpose, mirroring
the Levitical priests.
1. Offering Sacrifices
1 Pet. 2:5, Rom. 12:1, Philip. 4:18, Heb. 13:15
Old Testament: Lev. 1:5,8; 2:2; 1 Chron 9:30

2. Administering the sanctuary where God and
man meet
1 Pet. 2:4-5, 1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19-20
Old Testament: Access to the holy things (Num. 4:5);
Tending the sanctuary lampstand (Ex. 27:21); Ministering
to God at the Table of Showbread (Eze. 44:16); Carrying the
Ark (Deut. 31:9; Josh. 3:8,15,17)

3. Teaching the people about the Lord
2 Cor. 5:20,Acts 8:4, 1 Thes. 1:8,Matt. 28:19-20
Old Testament: Eze. 44:23; Deut. 31:9-13; Mal. 2:1,6-9

4.Modeling a life of exceptional holiness
1 Pet 1:15, Heb. 10:10
Old Testament: Mal 2:6; Hos. 4:6-9; Lev. 21:1-22:33; Eze.
22:26; 44:23-24; Lam. 4:13;

5. Interceding for the People & Asking for God's
Blessing upon them
Cf. Rev. 5:8,10, 1 Tim. 2:1; Rom. 12:14; 1 Pet. 3:9
Old Testament: Joel 2:17; Num. 6:23-27; Deut. 21:5

Priests in the Old Testament offered animal sacrifices,
grain offerings, and incense. The New Testament calls
Christians "a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1
Pet. 2:5) and gives examples of the kinds of spiritual
sacrifices we offer.
1. Our bodies (Romans 12:1).
2. Our praise (Hebrews 13:15).
3. Our good works and sharing of possessions
(Hebrews 13:16).
4. Our converts (Romans 15:16).
5. Our service (Phil. 2:17)
6. Our financial support of gospel preaching (Phil.
4:18)
7. Our prayers (Revelation 8:3-4).

Five Important Functions of Priests

Seven Kinds of Spiritual Sacrifices

A recent study* concluded that an average millennial would take 25,700 selfies—photos
of themselves as subject taken by themselves as photographer—during their lifetime
(with gen X and boomers not far behind).We live in a "selfie" world, but what's more
concerning is when we start to see "selfie" religion! If we think our relationship with God
is primarily about us, we will not live the life of purpose God wants for us.We could sit
with our saved brethren like a bump on a pew telling ourselves part of the story ("God
saved me because God loved me so God could be with me") without seeing the rest of
the story—the glorious new ministry God has planned for us.What's more, only when we
grasp the greatness of God will we see why any of this story matters.

“I've always wanted to be somebody, but I see now
I should have beenmore specific.” –Lily Tomlin

From an early age, most people seek to discover and define their unique identity, so
when we find a Bible passage (like 1 Peter 2:9) that seems to define the Christian's
special place in the world, it's exciting. That's not wrong — it is exciting! But recognize
why we have been called into a special role…so that we can serve God and the world
around us in a special way! We have a new identity so that we can do a new work,
bringing glory and worship to God and shining God's light in the world. You have been
called into the royal priesthood of God! Upon closer inspection, our text reveals itself to
be about God more than us. In fact, notice God's emphasis in the Old Testament passage
Peter draws from: "You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore
you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey
my voice and keepmy covenant, you shall bemy treasured possession among all
peoples, for all the earth ismine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation” (Ex. 19:4-6).What grace God has shown us (like Israel), saving us, bringing
us to himself, and letting us serve him.

Nation, Temple, Priests
God chooses those who believe (1 Pet. 2:6-8) and obey (Ex. 19:5) to be "a people for his
own possesion," creating a new "race" of people (1 Pet. 2:9). If we are to be God's
people, we have to live with a moral purity that reflects his holiness. "As obedient
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct" (1 Pet. 1:14-15). Israel was made
holy so that God could dwell among them in the temple. Today, God takes a step closer to
His people, eliminating the walls of the temple and instead making us—his church–the
temple. Anyone who "comes to him"—Christ the cornerstone—becomes a living stone
being built up as a "spiritual house" (1 Pet. 2:4-5). In Israel, one family, the sons of Aaron,
was set apart to come near His presence and serve in the temple. In the New Covenant,
all of God's people "draw near" (Heb. 10:19ff; James 4:8) as priests (1 Pet. 2:5,9). Peter
emphasizes two functions we serve: 1) offering spritiual sacrifices (2:5, see "Seven Kinds
of Spiritual Sacrifices" to the left) and 2) to "proclaim the excellencies of him who called"
us (2:9).

Questions for Application
The priests were sternly warned to live by a high standard of holiness, cleanliness, and
obedience (Ex. 19:22; Lev. 21:8,21-23; 22:31-33). Examine your lifestyle, worship, and
conversations in light of your identity and work, living and serving in God's presence:
Holy Living — Are you aware of God’s present fellowship with you? Are your thoughts and
choices such that a holy God can make his home in you? Have you repented of any sin
that has crept into your life, and sought the sanctifying blood of Christ for your sins? Are
you living a life that represents to others the name of the Lord you carry?
Worship & Prayer — Do you remember the splendor of God’s holiness - who He is - when
you worship? Do you remember your responsibility to bring others before the Lord in
intercessory prayer? Do you remember that most people do not have the privilege of
drawing near to Holy God and it is only through Jesus Christ our High Priest that we now
have access into his presence?
Purposeful Speech —What are your goals in conversation? Do you seek to teach people?
Do you seek to proclaim God’s excellencies?

YOU
AStudy of Christian Identity

"But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light"

1 Peter 2:9
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