
Joel begins simply, introducing himself as "Joel son of Pethuel" (1:1). Joel means
"Yahweh is God" and Pethuel means "the straightforwardness of God," an apt
description of the book's theme and tone. In three chapters, Joel declares God's
judgment on Israel (1:2-2:11), calls the people to repentance (2:12-17), and promises
the deliverance of His people (2:18-32) and the judgment of the nations (3:1-21).

At the Heart of the Book — Like most of the prophets, Joel's goal is to bring about
repentance. A locust plague has reaked havoc on the land and Joel exhorts Israelites of
every class to mourn for their sins and return to God before an even greater destruction
comes. As the chart above shows, the structure of the book points to repentance as the
turning point from Israel's judgment to restoration. The central call to repentance (2:12-
19) also begins a second structural unit that features the outpouring of God's blessing
(2:21-32) within two "bookend" promises of judgment on the nations (2:20; 3:1-21).
The Day of the Lord — The phrase "the day of the Lord" is used five times.With the
locust plague, the destructive day of the Lord is drawing near (1:15). It will be a day of
darkness and gloom (2:1-2) when God's judgment comes as "His army" attacks Israel on
the "day of the Lord…who can endure it?" (2:11). But the day of salvation (cf. Acts
2:15ff) is also called the "great and awesome day of the Lord" (2:31-32). Someday God
will "harvest" from all nations as "their evil is ripe" and bring the "multitudes, in the
valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near…" (3:15). Throughout Scripture, this
phrase is used for different moments of time, but with the same meaning: the day of
the Lord is a day when God takes decisive action—either to save or to judge.
Pouring Out the Spirit — After our Lord ascended to heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to
fill his disciples in power (Acts 1:5,8; 2:1ff). God marked this important occasion with
amazing signs (tongues and fire), just as He promised (Joel 2:28-32). This abudant
giving of the Spirit to all kinds of people was new and different. God led the early church
through miraculous gifts of the Spirit, like prophecies and visions, just as Joel
prophecied. But the promise was not for those early Christians prophets alone (Acts
2:39). All who call on the name of the Lord (cf. Acts 22:16) are saved (Acts 2:22,cf. v. 38),
by the "washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ" (Titus 3:5-6).What a blessing, to have God's spirit poured
out on us!

Joel uses a recent locust plague as a "wake up
call" for repentance (chapter 1). Then he uses the
locust imagery to describe a future, greater
destruction God would bring through an invading
army.While this double-use of the locust
language can be confusing, here is why I believe
the locust in chapter two are a metaphor for a
foreign military force.
1. The two chapters describe two different
events, one past (chap. 1) and one future
(chap. 2). The verbs of the first chapter describe
something that already happened (perfect tense),
while the second chapter shifts to a description of
something yet to happen (imperfect tense).
2. The enemy of chapter 2 is called the
“northerner” (2:20). This makes no sense for
locusts (which usually didn’t come from the
North) but perfectly fits an invading army, as the
prophets continually warn of invaders coming
from the North across the land (Jer. 1:14-15; 4:6;
6:1,22; 10:22).
3. The book's flow of thought makes no sense
if the threat of a foreign nation is not
introduced in the second chapter. After God
restores the land the locust destroyed and
restores His people to Himself, He brings
judgment on the nations "on behalf of" Israel.
This retribution does not follow from a locust
plague, but forms a natural conclusion as God
restores all that was wrong and brings justice to
the nations who have oppressed His people.
4. Furthermore, the flow of events from
locusts to an invading army fits the Bible's
predicted order. Deuteronomy speaks of an ever-
worsening progression of punishment for Israel’s
covenant unfaithfulness (Deut. 32), even
specifying how locusts will eat their food (28:38)
before God eventually sends a far-away nation to
bring their destruction (28:49-68).

Acts 2:1-21 — On Pentecost, as the Spirit fills the
disiciples, Peter declares it a fulfillment of the
prophecy of Joel 2:28-32.
Acts 2:39 — Later in the same discourse, Peter
goes back to Joel 2:32, proclaiming that the
promise is for "everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself."
Romans 10:13 — Paul quotes Joel 2:32 to show
that God is not partial to Jew or Gentile, but saves
"everyone" who calls on His name.
Titus 3:5-7 — The pouring out of the Spirit doesn't
refer exclusively to those receiving revelatory gifts.
Christians are saved "by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus."
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Are the Locust in Chapter 2 an Army?

New Testament Allusions to Joel

The Book of Joel uses two chiastic
patterns (A B B' A') to highlight
the central theme of repentance
and God's reversal of the
fortunes of Israel & the nations.


