
In 538 BC, Jews returned to Jerusalem after years in exile, and began rebuilding the ruined city. They
started rebuilding God's temple but soon abandoned that work,moving on with their own lives. The
prophet Haggai encouraged the people to put first things first, return to the work of God, and be blessed
by him once more. In two short chapters, the book of Haggai helps us keep our lives in order, keep our
eyes on God's vision, and keep our lives from sin.
1.Workers Derailed: Busy with Your Life.What did the people tell themselves to justify putting off
building the Lord's house? “It’s not time yet," the people said (Hg. 1:2). And they're not the only ones.We
say, "we should do more for the Lord.When we get somemore time, when the kids are older, when we're
in a different season, we'll commit ourselves to doing more.We'll have people over.We'll do more in the
church.We'll put our focus on building the Lord's house, not just our own." The Lord responds with a
couple of questions: “Is it time for you to live in your nice homes while mine is in shambles? How’s that
approach working out for you?" Because they prioritized their comfort and possessions, the Lord had not
blessed them. It was an inversion of what Jesus said: They were seeking first all these things and the
things they sought were taken from them (Cf.Matt. 6:33). The exiles lived in the ruins of a city, trying to
make a decent life for themselves. But if they hoped to be blessed as the people of God, they need to
remember the nature of their covenant, with its blessings and curses (Deut. 28-29).When you reverse
God’s prescribed priorities, expect an inversion of the consequences (Mal. 3:10; Mt. 6:33).Without the
Lord’s blessing, your life's return on investment will be slim in the long run (Ps. 127:1; Jn 15:5). The Lord
calls us to "consider" our ways (1:5,7)? Are you putting your comfort over the Lord’s glory (v. 8)? Seek the
Lord’s “pleasure” and glory (1:8). As Jesus said, he that wants to gain his life must lose it (Lu. 9:24).When
a Christian today “busies himself with his own house” (1:9), what of the kingdom (Mt. 6:33)?What of the
body (Eph. 4)?When will we let go of the pressing demands of the day and desires to panel our own
houses (1:4) so that we can build up the house of the Lord (1 Pet. 2:5)?
2.Workers Disillusioned: Stuck in the Past. Sometimes our expectations lead to discoragement,
and that was the case for the older exiles who remembered the glory of Solomon's temple. As they rebuilt
the new temple, they were disheartened by the lesser glory of this new temple with the glory of the
former temple (2:3). God calls for strength, promising his presence (2:4). He says he will shake the earth
once more and its treasures will fill the temple with glory so that “the latter glory” will be greater than
Solomon’s temple (2:6-9). The New Testament quotes this passage and explains that just as God’s came
with an earthquake at Sinai, he will shake the created things one more time at judgment and what “will
remain” is the kingdom of God in its final state (Heb. 12:25-28). God is doing something wondrous,
building a temple of living stones (1 Pet. 2:5) that will be filled with all the treasures of the earth — the
very best people of all nations will be brought into this temple — and unlike Solomon’s temple, it will last
forever.When you find yourself discouraged by thinking things were better in the "good old days" or that
God has stopped working mightily as he did when thousands were converted in the church's early days,
remember that God is building something glorious. “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom
that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our
God is a consuming fire” (Heb 12:28–29).
3.Workers Defiled: Sin in Your Life.Haggai asks the priests questions to draw an analogy (2:10-19):
That which is holy doesn’t cleanse the unclean by contact. However, that which is unclean defiles what it
touches. The people were unholy in their attitude and so everything they touched was unclean. The
temple they build and the offerings they would lay on it would be unclean, except that God has decided
that from the day the foundation of the temple was laid onward—because they have turned to him—God
will bless them. This principle of unclean by contact is reversed in Jesus, who can heal the leper andmake
holy the sinner without becoming unclean himself. Through Jesus, his people bring the temple’s glory
into the world making more people holy, as they turn to Christ. If you see a problem in your life or your
work, look to see if there is “sin in the camp” (so to speak, cf. Josh. 7). Are you contaminating your life
with improper attitudes of heart (Prov. 4:23)? Are you seeking the Lord first (Mt. 6:33)?
When the people obeyed and feared the Lord, God reassured the faithful that he will be with them.He
stirred up their spirits and they worked on God’s house (1:12-15). Obedience and fear bring God’s
presence, and his presence changes us. Do you have an obedient heart that allows God to stir your spirit?
Will you give your loyalty to God's anointed? The book closes with a promise to Zerubbabel, an ancestor
of Jesus. God promises to make Zerubbabel his chosen signet ring (2:23), a symbol of God's preservation
of the royal line of David. Turn to the Lord, follow his King, build his house, and enjoy his blessing!

1 - Build My House! - Haggai
challenges the people to return to
the work of rebuilding the temple
(1:2-11) and they respond in
obedience (1:12-15) .
2 - GodWill Bless the House, the
People, and Zerubbabel - Haggai
encourages those discouraged by
their memories of the much
grander, original temple (2:1-9)
and asks the priests questions
about cleanness to illustrate the
people's former failure (2:10-19).
The book closes with a promise to
make Zerubbabel God's chosen,
signet ring (2:20-23).

587/586 BC - Babylon destroyed
Jerusalem, including the temple.
538 BC - The first group of exiles
returned to Jerusalem from
Babylon. They began building the
second temple but the work
stopped not long after it began.
c. 520 BC - Haggai and Zechariah
exhorted the people to rebuild
the temple.
516 BC - The temple was
completed.

The book of Ezra explains:
"Now the prophets, Haggai and
Zechariah the son of Iddo,
prophesied to the Jews who were
in Judah and Jerusalem, in the
name of the God of Israel who was
over them. Then Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the
son of Jozadak arose and began to
rebuild the house of God that is in
Jerusalem, and the prophets of
God were with them, supporting
them" (Ezr 5:1–2).
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