
For this year's EPIC weekend, the young people studied how to grow in wisdom as we studied the book of Proverbs. The Hebrew
word for wisdom literally just means skill. It could refer to the skill of a craftsman (Exod. 28:3, 31:3) or the skill of a warrior (Isa.
10:13). But in Proverbs, the word "wisdom" is skillful living — making choices that reflect a good life in God's eyes and generally
bring a healthy, good, and abundant life (Pr 3:13-18). In video games, players try to improve their skills and increase their
"experience points" with minimal damage to their character, hoping to advance in the game or "level up." In life, we too want to
gain wisdomwithout the regrets and pain that wisdomoften costs in the "school of hard knocks." The best source for this kind of skill
at life is God's Word, "For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding" (Pr 2:6, ESV).

1. Level up your friendships.
• "A friend _______ at all times, and a brother is born for ___________" (Pr 17:17, cf. Pr 19:22)
• "Faithful are the ________ of a friend; profuse are the _______ of an enemy" (Pr 27:6).
• "Iron _________ iron, and one man __________ another" (Pr 27:17).
• "Whoever ________ an offense seeks love, but he who ________ a matter separates close friends" (Pr 17:9).

2. Level up your family life.
• "________ to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your ________ when she is _____" (Pr 23:22, cf. Pr 13:1).
• "He who gathers in summer is a ________ son, but he who ________ in harvest is a son who brings ________" (Pr 10:5).
• "There are those who ______ their fathers and do not ______ their mothers" (Pr 30:11, cf. Pr 30:17).
• "A _____ son makes a glad father, but a _______ son is a sorrow to his ________" (Pr 10:1).

3. Level up your fun.
• "A joyful heart is good __________, but a ________ spirit dries up the bones" (Pr 17:22).
• "One who is full ________ honey, but to one who is _______ everything bitter is _______" (Pr 27:7).
• "Whoever loves ________ will be a poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not be _____" (Pr 21:17).
• "Watch over your ______ with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of _____" (Pr 4:23).
• "Do not look at _____ when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup and goes down smoothly. In the end it _____ like a serpent and
stings like an adder" (Pr 23:31–32).

4. Level up your finances.
• "The _______ of the sluggard kills him, for his hands _______ to labor. All day long he craves and craves, but the righteous
______ and does not hold back" (Pr 21:25–26).
• "Sheol and Abaddon are ______ satisfied, and never satisfied are the ______ of man" (Pr 27:20).
• "One gives _______, yet grows all the richer; another __________ what he should give, and only suffers want" (Pr 11:24).
• "Wealth gained ________ will dwindle, but whoever gathers ______ by ______ will increase it" (Pr 13:11).
• "Whoever trusts in his _______ will fall, but the righteous will ________ like a green leaf" (Pr 11:28).

5. Level up your future.
• "________ to advice and ______ instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the _________. Many are the ________ in the
mind of a man, but it is the __________ of the Lord that will stand." (Pr 19:20–21).
• "All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord _______ the _______. Commit your _____ to the Lord, and your
plans will be __________. The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the _______ for the day of trouble" (Pr 16:2–4).
• "The plans of the _________ lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is _______ comes only to poverty" (Pr 21:5).
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